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full funds that should be provided. The ttee doss not prepose
" 'to incresse the appropristion for ¢ seseazch in axtiritis,
'm-un-m A my chjectives ‘

S0 long as I am & §
nedical research Nation can rest assured that every
competant medical investigatos has the funds he nesds to do his wosk,
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trained scientists for the years ahesd, and that the seientists arve
working in fecilities that ensble them to advance their research
-t effortivety.
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medical research policy. It would provide a program to carry out
President Eisenhower®s broad statement in his Health Message to the
mua—mu.xm *In such direct reseaxch programs, and
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ments and to private reseasch institutions, lies the hope of selving



~many of todsy's pezplexing health probleme.”

1 have fought consistently, over the past eight years, to give the
pecple of this Nation the medicel research they want snd needsthe
sedicsl ressazeh that is the only hope for milliens of suffevers
bum.mam. arthritis, epilepsy, cerebral palsy,
sental disorders, and musculss dystrophys

© This has been 8 battle sgalnet tisidity d ignorences

leadezship in bringing into effect the most extensive and successful
recearch attack on disease the world has ever seen.

We still have a long wey to go, and the going will not be easy. m
prinary obstecle in the way of establishing a fully adequate national
medical research program is ignorance.

1 have had an exceptional oppertunity over the past few years to
discuss wedical research at length with @ wide crossesection of
Asexica’s leading scientists and reseaxch physicians. hile 1 cannot
clain to understand the technicsl sspects of medical research, 1 have
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gained a profound respect for the complete and selfless cedicetion

of these men, for their integrity, and for thelr competence, which will
Snevitably lesd to @ solution of today’s baffling health problems.
Thess en have taken the time to explain to me whet is being sceces
piished and what the future mey holde

The significance of todsy's sdvances snd gf research pessibilities
has not been fully gresped by all the s of the Nouse now by
the American pecple. Those who ¥

fail to intexpret
the sdvances of research in the prevention of uisability and
death for themselves, the and friemds, their own camunis
ties. But those who with s to hesr the full
story at first vast the problems of disease axe and
what epportunity to isprove the health of the Hetion

by & scientific approsch. when the seening of research is uncerstowd
in terms of lives saved and misery and pain relieved, then suppost of
sedical resesrch will be viewed as & ccapletely noo-partisan matter.

Failure to understand «= ignorance of the facts <= is more of & basrier
te the establishment of a sournd national pregram of medical research
then is timidity. Ignovance of the facts is the major cbstacle to
improvesent of our Nation's health.

ihat are the facts?

Let me mention & few congcerning diseases of the neavous system, which
affiict Lo some degree one out of evexy elght Auericans. Cerebzal palsy
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Epileptics are subject to what is known 88 selzuxes ~- fits that may
occur at rare intexvals or seversl times 8 day. The intelligence
of sufferers from epllepsy remalos unispaired, but they are denied
the opportunity to work and use their ndnds becauss of thelr physicel
affliction. Muscular dystrophy csutes to wither and cesse
functioning. Multiple sclervsis bels this semm general fanlly
of disesses. It is en cbscure of D nervous systen that
appears gradually, progresses times almost disappesrs. But

over the long run, it { as parts of the nexrvous
omw. ﬂ&nﬂym

This 1s one of for which there 1s now no cure, and

years of work may before the whele picture becomes clear.
But meanwhile, research is being pushed ahead on @ larger scale than
ot any time in owr histery. Five yesrs ago, total ressasch expendis
tures on this disease totalled 530,000; now the level is $30C,000.
Leads are cevelopinge A team of scientists has been sent to Guam

to determine precisely why o disease like multiple sclexosis -

Lou Gerhig's disesse = is 50 times move prevalent there than in

this country. If they can find what it is in diet, envirerment or
inherited characteristice of those pecple that mekes them so suscepiible,
we ey have a lead to the origins of this grouwp of neurological
discases. 1 had @ part in increasing the level of support for reseasch
on sultiple sclerosis snd the rolated diseases, and I Intend o press
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for further support as the work now in progress develops new cluas
AN DewW GpPEOBChes. Uy and large, the newologlcal diseases cilzple
and destroy the essence of life without killing thelr victims.
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to me in testimony over the years. The research story until recently
and very slow

well has been found. It was ing to me pessonally and a8 &
member of Congress to fing eh breake through developed in one
by Congress, and that it was
combination of resesxch talent
and Tesearch which we have all had hand. I vefer,

of course, to the Clinical Center at the National Institutes of lealth,
which has been in cperstion less than 8 yees.

There, in the Clinical Center, & research team of the laticnal
Institute of Newrological Diseases and Blindness hes come wp with
an extremely promising leed in the research battle sgainst epilepsy.
There is reason to believe that the major defect in epilepsy is &
chemical deficiency in the brain, and that epileptic seizures can be
controlled by the replacement of this sybstance in the brain tissues
in the sffected aves. |
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It will take time and money end patience to follow up this lead.
Now, the members of Congress will be interested to know that the
budget submitted to the Subcommittee did not contain sufficient funde
to do this fully and repidly. There followed, however, one of the
gratifying experiences thet can typify service on Congressional
comittess that deal directly with programs that toush the vesy
neart of the American people.

I became acutely awore of the fsport work 88 it was described
to us by Dx. Pearce Balley, D the Neurclogical Institute.
iy intevest spresd to other of the Subccamittee. AS 8 direct
result, the Comittee sizable acditional funds for
this Institute to studies to the fullest extent, in
order to bring benefits of this research to the peint
of practical without delay. For those of you who are

essentially economy-minded, it should be said that if this single
vesssrch finding is confirmed, the cost of the Clinical Center
facility == estimated at roughly $€0 million -~ may be repaid many
times over. I know of no better illustretion of the ways in which
the Congress cen work to assure the direction of Fedexal programs
toward the public interest.

It became evident from the testimony of the same witnees that the
budget as submitted would permit no reasonable research effort in
the whole field of blindness, slthough 300,000 Ammricens today are
totally blind and an equal musber are partially or almost totally so.
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to thet Institute®s budget.

mo.*nuxhuomw‘ow"um
in the pregrams of the Netional Institutes of NHealthe As I probed
into the testimeny of each witness, and ascertained the facts that

lay behind the budget presentations, 1 in evary case significant
syeas in which essential work was done becsuse of & shortage

of funds, and ot the sane time of research progress
which confiimed my belief in medicsl reseaxch is

good economy as well 8s Aogrican people.

Another area testimony was atherceclerceis, the ,
sajor form of the arteries. A grest killer and dissbles, '
atherosclesosis heart attacks, and much of the nental

disturbange among clder persons. Three quarters of & milllen deathns
in 1990 resulted from cardiovascular diseases, and of these, approw
inately 75 percent were the dizect or indirect result of this condis
tion. The Heast Institute has consucted and supported significent
studies impliceting a fatty substance in the blood called Cholesterel,
85 a possible ceuse of athercsclercsis, and have found » complex called
the “clearing fogtor™ which seems very promising in its ability to
facilitate the handling of fatty molecules in the blood stream.

As many of you know, diabetes can be controlled by insulin and diet
in many cases, but these 4s @ Jot that noeds to be dene in reseasch
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laboratories before we have the knowledge to prevent or cure

this disease. Theve are more than & million known diabetics in
this country today. At the Nstional Institutes of Hemlth, important
studies are alveady giving us new knomledge about how insulin acts,
what happens to sugars and fets in the body, and how the disease oey
be related to the nervous system. Some new studies in the Clinical

1 do not nesd to tell you
representad by mental
resident in State

known as of then come to the hospital et an
early age; they stay an average of 10 years. "hen it is sealized that
the State hospitals cave fer 66 percent of the hospitalised mentally
ill, you can see the mspnitude of the tragedy reflected in these
figures on schizgphrenic patients. In the Clinical Center, the
Kational Institute of Mental Health is making one of the first inte-
grated research attacks on this probles in the whole United States.
The Institute scientists have & promising lesd in @ drug known as
lysergic scid, which produces in normal husan beings & tesporery
condition compaxable to that found in schizophrenia, permitting the
cisease to be studied under highly contrelled conditions.




Arthritis and sheumstism, to cite ancthes example, afflict appron
imately 10 million pecple in the United States. Rhewmatedd arthritis,
the most serious foxm, often leads to erippling deformities. The
dlagnosis of this disease is often difficult, but in the Clinical
Centes a test has bean developed, based on the discovesy thet the
blovd of rheusstold arthritis petients contains a substance that
couses clumping of the yed blood cells of Furthes wesk along
these lines is needed if the test is made sufficiently sceurate
and precticsl for applicetion in hempdtals, or the office
of the physician.

Anothes fect brought out concerns the dresded,
fatal disease of the white blood cels. The cause

, But seientists of the Netional
Cancer Institute secently that the thymus gland == & littie
undesstood orgen in the chest == may play sn important zole in leukesdia
development. Femove the thymus gland from mice that would orcinarily
inherit leukenia, and the disease s setasded or prevented. Transplont
thyaic tissue from these mice to those of a leukenmlaeresistent straln,
and the disease increases among the lattes. Thie is only one of dosens
of irpertant cluss thet could lead to & major breshethrough in the
cancer problem == with sufficient researeh support.

What is ot stake here is literally & metter of life or death for
hundreds of thousands of /mesicens == including sone of ue who are here
todsy on the Floor of the House of hepresentatives.
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I have tr1ec to wcerstand why some Besbers of Congress neve been
reluctant to press aggressivel, for a sound nationdl wedical researen
programe This reluctance cannot be sisply & desize fox econcmye
Eapenditures in necical resesrch are & longerange but gilteedgec
investoents They pay dividends in dollass st 3 sate beyond the
caprehension of investoent brokers. They pay cividends Ln husan
temms that exe mose Luportant than  the strength and
pesuarent wellebolng of oux hatiens

This reluctance is not 2 The health of the
mwnmué conflicting partisen interests

have & pleses 1 am last yess, tiwe fizst Cisenhower
budget for the of lealth was just over 60
willion. As @ and Senate sction, that wes raised to
571 million. 0 slecied representatives of the peanle

felt thet incrensed support of medical recearch wee in thwe public
intezrests 1 ou reninded, too, that the total apprepristion for this
lmportant enc productive resedsel program het increased eteadily waech
708 Blnce 1940 e~ including the two years of the &0th Congress.

The sesson for holdlng bick o Suppost of cedical research can not
cove from fear of bigness in e Federal yovesnment. Focerel suppart
of nedical reseasci. in the Metion's medical sehcols, wdversities s
oties noreFederal ressasch eenters has brought new vitality to reseasch
throughout the lstion. Substantiel incresses for the laboratorles of
the National Institutes of Health themselves have boen concentrated
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in two worthshile areas. The first is expansion of the negleeted
fisld of neurology. The second, progress toward full use of the
Hetion's new and magnificent wedical research laborstory == the

Clinical Conter st the Natiomsl Institutes of Health.

Finally, 1t 1s incenceivable o me thet eny of my colleagues could
fail to support this vital health progrem sisply because they sve
not pasticulsrly interested in the havee by dissase, cne of
our principal ersudee from withine

The ismediste question is the amendment to increase by

34 million the e’ Hational Institutes of Heslth,
nmun.—"@—mwﬁnmum
mm er, hesrt disease, pental disosders, and

The longezange question is not our willingness to secept this
sendnent, which I an sure we will adopte The main question is whether
we have the vision end couwrage to act boldly and consistently, year
after year, to creste the national medicsl research program worthy of
this Netion and its people.

1, for one, will seize every opportunity to mike such & program a
zeslity.

1 fought in the Coumittes for an additional $730,000 for research on
epilepsys 1 cbtained an edditional $400,000 for resesrch on problems
of blindness. I insisted thet one million dollars be added to esch of
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- neurological disssses = epilepsy, muscular dystsophy, multiple
sclexosis, cerebral palsy =~ and on mentsl disorders.

This is @ skimaish in the campaign. It 15 an sdvange. It is met
8 large scale advance, but this {6 the way pIogross comes.

1 will fight for advances year by yeaw every resousce that
can be brought to bear un the gredt is coemitted to the
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